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| 


BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘Bharat Shramajivi’’... 
‘+Gramvarta Prakashika ”’ 


Fortnightly. 


‘ Sansodhini” 
‘¢ Purva Pratidhwani”’ 
‘“ Rajshahye Samvad ”’ 


Weekly. 


‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patrika ”’ 

“ Arya Darpan ” 

Bharat Mihir”’ 

‘‘ Bengal Advertiser” 

‘¢ Bardwan Sanjivani”’ 

‘¢ Dacca Prakash”’ 

‘¢ Education Gazette” 

‘‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ sien 

es Murshidabad Patriké”’ .. 

‘¢ Murshidabad Pratinidhi " 

‘ Navavibhakar’’ me 

‘¢ Paridarshak ”’ 

‘* Pratikér”’ 

‘‘Rungpore Dik Prakash a: 

‘‘ Sadharani”’ ne 

‘¢ Sahachar’”’ ae 

‘Som Prakash ”’ = 

‘¢ Sulabha Samachar”’ 

‘ Srihatta Prakash ” 

‘‘ Tripura Vartavaha ”’ 
Daily. 

‘‘ Samvad Prabhékar” 


‘‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya”’ 
‘* Samachar Chandrika’’ 

‘*‘ Banga Vidya Prakashika”’ 
‘* Prabhati”’ 


‘‘ Samachar Sudhabarsan ”’ 


ENGLISH AND URDU. 


Weekly. 
‘*Urdu Guide”’ 
Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
‘‘ Behar Bandhu’”’ 
“ Bharat Mitra ’’ 
‘* Sar Sudhanidhi”’ 
‘*Uchit Bakta” = 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
‘* Jam-J ahén-numa ”’ 
Urpv. 
Weekly. 
“Tijarut-ul-Akhbar” 
ASSAMESE. 
ee 
‘‘ Assam Vilasini” 


.. | Calcutta 
. | Comercolly 


saa Rajshahye 


ee Changripotta, 24-Perghs. 


} 


.. | Calcutta 


Chittagong 
Ditto 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Burdwan 
Dacca — 
Hooghly 
Beauleah, Réjshéhye... 
Berhampore sen 
Ditto 
Calcutta 
Sylhet 
Berhampore ; 
Kakiniaé, Rungpore 
Chinsurah 
Calcutta 


Calcutta 
Sylhet 
Commillah 


Calcutta 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Bankipore, Patna 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Sibsagar 


19th January 1881. 


17th 
21st 
18th 


| 23rd 


21st 
19th 
21st 


17th 
16th 


20th 
23rd 
17th 
24th 
22nd 
17th 


15th and 19th to 27th January 1881. 


22nd to 28th J anuary 1881. 
22nd to 29th ditto. 
265th to 28th ditto. 


22nd to 29th ditto. 


13th J aotery | 1881. 


13th 
ditto. 


17th 
16th ditto. 


21st ditto. 


NaVAVIBHAKAR, 
January 17th 188). 


NavaVtRHAL AR. 
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PoLtITIcAL. 


The Navavibhdkar, of the 17th January, contains an article on a 
recent speech of Sir Richard Temple on the 
condition of India. After referring to the 
retirement from India of Sir Richard Temple, 
Lord Lytton, and Sir John Strachey, the foes of this country, as one 
in which the mercy of Providence is discernible, the Editor proceeds to 
remark that, though utterly discredited, they have not yet ceased to do harm. 
Quite recently Lord Lytton endeavoured to justify the Afghan war in the 
House of Lords, while Sir Richard Temple, with a view to retrieve his lost 
reputation, is indulging in all manner of reckless statements. In a speech 
delivered a few weeks ago before the members of the Royal Colonial 
Institute, he laboured to show that the condition of the Indian finances was 
not after all so bad as by some it was supposed to be, and that the error 
in estimating the costs of the Afghan war had no connection with it. Now, 
as a matter of fact, the connection between the two is a close one. If the 
probable expenditure could be correctly estimated beforehand, it is_pos- 
sible the late unscrupulous Viceroy would have hesitated before he declared 
a war against Afghanistan. The condition of the finances was so 
unsatisfactory, that in utter disregard of its pledges, Government was com- 
pelled to apply the hard-wrung proceeds of the license tax for the purpose of 
meeting the cost of the Afghan war, and to fold yp its hands when hundreds 
of thousands were dying of starvation in the North-Western Provinces. 
They must indeed be regarded as strange persons who could fail to see any 
connection between the error in the Afghan war estimates and the con- 
dition of the finances. The statement made by Sir Richard Temple that 
the people of India are lightly ‘axed is equally impudent. Compared with 
the English, natives of this country are indeed required to pay but little 
in the shape of tax; but if the material condition of the two nations is taken 
into account, it will be seen that, while Englishmen can easily afford to 
pay their high assessments, the little that is levied from natives is felt to 
be a burden. Sir Richard has further sought to show that her army does 
not cost India more than the armies of the several European Governments 
cost them. The fallacy, however, lies in ignoring the numerical strength 
of the Indian army, as well as of that kept by any European Government. 
The speaker then resorted to a curious argument in order to prove that the 
increase of expenditure on account of the Administration was due to the 
fact that natives were now appointed to the public service on high salaries. 
This was indeed a bold and original statement, for making which Sir Richard 
Teuiple may well win a short-lived notoriety. 

Ihe remarks made by the speaker on the increasing prosperity of the 
people of India have similarly no foundation in fact. It is really strange to 
find that Sir Richard Temple who has grown quite grey in the service of the 
covernment in India, really knows so little of the people that the some- 
what affluent circumstances of the city populations have led him to form 
such opinions regarding the masses. Whatever opinions he may hold, the 
fact 1s undeniable that, under British rule, the masses are becoming poorer, 


and that even a partial failure of the crops results in deaths from 
starvation. 


Sir Richard Temple on the condi- 
tion of India. 


~. We extract the following observations from an article in the 


Sir James Fergusson and the Chota ee Pepe —Sir James Fergusson has _be- 
Oodeypore case. come unpopular in a very short time, and 
me the reason of this is to be found (1) in his 
2) in his meddlesomeness. Now the first is one 


he shares in common 


want of foresight, and ( 


for which he is solely responsible, and the second 
with his race. The English nation is very fond of meddling with the 


[ie .9 


fairs of others. Englishmen seem to think that their prestige 1s nob 
peusied if they do "aot do this, and that indifference leads to loss of 
glory. Acting under this notion, they have created endless complications 
in Europe, Asia, Africa, and America. They offer their mediation where it 
‘3 neither asked nor required. This meddlesomeness has caused more 
harm than anything else. It was to this that the Afghan war was due. 
The Government of India was asked to interfere in the affairs of Burmah 
when Theebaw was murdering his relatives, and in those of Kashmere for 
the alleged misgovernment of the Maharjah. The troubles of Mulha- 
rao Guicowar, Sir Salar Jung, and the Prince of Chota Oodeypore are all 
due to this cause. 

8. The Sahachar, of the 17th January, remarks :—The Government of 
Bombay, it would seem, can never do without 
getting up some scare or other. Hardly has 
the Chota Oodeypore case come to an end, when this Kohlapore affair has 
come to the front. A few Brahmins, Mahrattas, and Mahomedans have 
been arrested and are being tried on acharge of attempting to subvert 
British rule. The case, like that of Wasudeb Balabanta, is going on with 
creat ecldt. The readers cannot but be amused at this exhibition of 
unfounded fear by the Government of Bombay. It is certainly silly to 
believe that a few unprincipled characters could ever successfully defy the 
British Lion. The Bombay Government, it is to be hoped, will not allow 
this small matter to assume an undue importance. 

4. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 17th January, contains a 

Jong article on the Chota Oodeypore case. 
pppte Chota Oodeypore case and Native The action of the Government of Bombay, 
| remarks the Editor, was quite uncalled for. 
It had no authority to interfere in the internal administration of a State 
which acknowledges the sway of a Native Chief. Chunder Sing, the accused, 
has, however, been discharged for want of evidence. But who is responsible 
for the hardship and indignity to which he has been subjected by the 
action of the Bombay Government? Now this Chota Oodeypore case, coming 
after the Baroda affair and the trial and deposition of Mulharao Guicowar, 
clearly shows that the Government of India is gradually seeking to establish 
a right of trying Native Princes, and these cases are likely to be quoted 
subsequently as precedents. The Native Chiefs should therefore take a 
warning in time, and represent to Government the injustice that is involved 
In attempts to deprive them of their judicial independence. The Editor 
then refers to a certain appeal made to the Supreme Government by a person 
in the State of Kotah, whose Chief has just attained his majority. Any 
interference of Government in this matter is earnestly deprecated. 

9. The Som Prakdsh, of the 24th January, in referring to the trial 
now going on of the Kohlapore conspirators, 
: dwells on the supreme importance of con- 
ferring the benefit of education upon the people of this country. There 
could not be a greater error than that which leads officials to think that 
education has made those who have received it disloyal. The fact is clear 
that the idea of mutiny and insubordination finds favour only among the 


ignorant. This was clearly seen in the Sepoy revolt and the Wahabee 
conspiracy. : 


The Kohlapore conspiracy. 


The Kohlapore conspiracy. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


6. The same paper says that, after carefully reading all the papers 
i ieee in the case of Mr. Mosley, the Editor can 


peas ; freely state that the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
decision is marked by his characteristic impartiality, and is worthy of 


SAHACHAR, 
January 17th, 1881. 


ANANDA Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


January 17th, 1881. 


Som Praxasn, 
January 24th, 1881. 


Som PraxasuH. 


PARIDARSHAK, 
January 16th, 1881. 


ParRIDaARSHaK. 


SrinaTra PRAKASH, 
January 17th, 1881. 


NavaVipaakar, 
Javuary 17th, 1881. 
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robation. It is only to be regretted that no enquiry was made to ascer. 
tain whether the light punishments awarded by Babu Atul Chandra 
Chatterji in the cattle rescue cases were really likely to lead to a breach of 

ace. 
™ Hy - he article headed *“‘ A Judicial Commissioner for Sylhet,” which 
7 7 appeared in the Paridarshak, of the 16th 
A Judicial Commissioner for Sylhet. January, and noticed in paragraph 8 of our 
Report of the 22nd idem, was, as the Editor now informs the readers, contri- 
buted to the paper and not written by him. He does not in the least share 
the views expressed therein. 

8. The same paper dwells on the immoral character of the traffic 
in opium carried on by the Government of 
India—a traffic which is proving ruinous to 
the people of China. The whole transaction is simply inequitable and 
marked by intense selfishness. While the Chinese Government is labouring 
to discourage the use by its subjects of this injurious drug, a Christian 
power, from considerations of revenue, is unceasing in its efforts to keep them 
intoxicated with it. As Government, however, cannot readily relinquish 
the large revenue obtained from its trade in opium without devising means 
to recoup the Exchequer for the loss which would be occasioned if the 
monopoly was given up, what is required is that the British nation should 
come to therescue. The British Exchequer should treat the opium revenue 
as a part of the Imperial revenue of Great Britain, and in return relieve 
India of the home and military charges. On this subject the Editor 
quotes with approbation the remarks made by the London Statesman. 

9, The Srihatta Prakdsh, of the 17th January, thus notices the 

a tian Wien appointment of Sir Steuart Bayley as Resident 
led at Hyderabad :—Truth to tell, we are not pre- 
pared to express our regret at the departure of Sir Steuart Bayley from 
this province. The people really find themselves unable to express their 
sorrow at parting from a ruler who has never sought to make them happy. — 
Nothing has been done by Sir Steuart during his tenure of office 
in Assam which may perpetuate his memory. Under his rule, the country 
has been subjected to humiliation and taxation. He has not unoften 
disregarded the reasonable prayers of the people. His advent had excited 
high hopes, and addresses of welcome greeted him wherever he went. But 
these hopes have not been realized, and hence there is apparently no reason 
why the people should shed tears at his leaving them. A ruler lacking 
popular sympathies, and only anxious to favour certain officials, is not a ruler 
who can earn glory and fame. It is therefore not altogether undesirable that 
Sir Steuart Bayley should have to leave the province without receiving any 
address. A few years’ experience has taught us that there is no longer any 
necessity of maintaining the Chief Commissionership of Assam, an office, 
the existence of which at one time we had advocated. The present also 
is a fit opportunity of abolishing the post which, according to some, had 
been so long allowed to exist only for the benefit of Sir Steuart Bayley. 


Now that he is transferred to another province, it is desirable that Assam 


atc once more form a portion of the Lieutenant-Governorship of 
engal. 


The opium monopoly. 


10. The Navavibhdkar, of the 17th January, thus states the reasons 


ee ES a which have prevented him from subscribing 


the memorial to the Viceroy for the continu- 
ance of the office of the Press Commissioner :-— / 


(1) The memorialists say that the office has had nothing to do with 
the Vernacular Press Act, and this they contend is shown by the fact that, 
while it was created in 1877, the Act was not passed until after a year. 


ee 


Now we do not see the weight of this remark. ‘We do not, of course, say 
that the office of Press Commissioner was created for the purpose of 
punishing those Editors who might be found to have infringed the 
provisions of that Act. The primary object was indeed the supplying 
of news to the Press, but the office was subsequently required to do 
other work also. Thus, when it was proposed to enact a press law, the Press 
Commissioner made great efforts to prove the necessity of the measure. It 
is not unknown that it was he who extracted a few passages which were 
written in an intemperate style from certain newspapers and submitted 
them tothe Legislature as seditious writing, and that when through his 
co-operation the Press Act had been passed, he was to some extent made 
the guardian of its dignity. We have heard that on one occasion he sent 
for the Editor of a native newspaper and directed him not to write in intem- 
perate language. He further caused translations of articles in native papers 
to be made. Does not this show that the Press Commissioner has been 
closely connected with the working of the Vernacular Press Act, even if 
it were admitted that the measure had originally no connection with the 
creation of his office P 

(2). We do not approve of the remark made by the memorialists 
that there has been an improvement of the Native Press since the creation 
of this office. There has indeed been improvement, but that is not due 
to the creation of the Press Commissionership. ‘The news supplied by the 
Press Commissioner has never been of such a kind as to be really fit to 
add to the information of Native Editors. Even this is not supplied to all 
papers. Mr. Buckland, the Officiating Press Commissioner, once wrote 
to an Editor that it was not the practice of his office to supply news to a 
paper until it had been in existence for some time. Now, if the information 
furnished by the Press Commissioner be really such as a newspaper can 
never do without (and this is what the memorialists apparently think), one 
can easily see how important it is for a new journal to obtain it. But then 
newly-started journals, it would seem, are not to obtain the benefit; nor 
are all the old papers fortunate in this respect. The improvement therefore 
that is observable in the Native Press is not due to the establishment of 
the Press Commissionership, but to the fact that vernacular newspapers 
are now edited by a class of men possessed of better education and culture 
than what was found in the journalists of the old school. The Editor, 
however, would not object to the continuance of the office of Press Com- 
missioner if it could be made the medium of communicating to the Press 
really useful information regarding the policy and acts of Government. 
As it is, there is no justification for its existence. . 

ll. The Scahachar, of the 17th January, observes that the decision  samsouaz, 

Mr. Mosley. of the Lieutenant-Governor in the case of soy 17th, 1881. 
Mr. Mosley’s misunderstanding with Babu 
Atul Chandra Chatterji is marked by his usual impartiality. Mr. Mosley 
was fully justified, as is observed by the Lieutenant-Governor, in directing © 
the Deputy Magistrate to award severer punishments. The native public 
should know that it is an error to suppose that this is an undue interference 
with the judicial independence of a Magistrate. 

12. The same paper notices with regret that, acting under the sansouaz. 
ialin ka Ghee interested advice of a few officers in Behar, 
who are exceedingly fond of arbitrary power, 

Sir Ashley Eden has issued orders which will have the effect of prohibiting 
the employment of Bengalis in the public service in that province. The 
Bengalis have, by reason of their education, cleverness, and indepen- 
dent bearing, become quite an eyesore to many Europeans who love the 
obsequiousness of the Beharis; and these officers have at length suc- 
ceeded in gaining over Sir Ashley Eden to their views. he plea 


; = 


advanced by them, namely that the Beharis are opposed to the appoint. 
ment of the natives of Bengal, is a specious one, and urged only for the 
purpose of compassing their object. None but an idiot woul believe 
that the inhabitants of Behar preferred having in the public service 
Europeans, who are aliens both in race and creed, to Bengalis who are 
their fellow-countrymen and followers of the same creed with themselves. 
Avanps Basan 13. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 17th January, fully approves 
‘ieee wea ain of the action of Babu Atul Chandra 
MRT Paes 3893 Chatterji in regard to his official superior, 
Mr. Mosley. The Deputy Magistrate is to be commended for his courage 
in exposing the high-handed proceedings of the district officer. He has 
by this rendered a service to the public, although at the risk of considerable 
self-sacrifice. That Sir Ashley Eden would censure Mr. Mosley would 
really appear impossible, were it not that high-handed officers are generally 
seen to realize their duty as the time of their retirement from this country 
draws nigh. ee . 
ore 14. The same paper contains an article in the form of a dialogue, in 
which a Magistrate is represented as appointing 
enumerators for the purpose of taking a census. 
Illiterate and unwilling men are forced to become enumerators at the risk of 
incurring the displeasure of the Magistrate. All their objections and protests 
are unheeded. The work must be done, says the Magistrate, and the Penal Code 
will see that there is no neglect on the part of those who may be entrusted 
with the census operations. The writer endeavours to show that the manner 
in which the work is likely to be performed—no remuneration for the 
enumerators having been proposed—will stand in the way of securing 
accuracy. : 
Baasat Mian, 15. The bhdrat Mihir, of the 18th January, rejoices to notice that the 
pony OG, Te. pina tia anal ryots of Bengal, equally with the landlords, 
eetings. ° : ° 
have at last perceived the importance of making 
agitations for securing what they deem to be their rights. Although opposed 
to the provisions of the Draft Rent Bill, the Editor nevertheless believes that 
the recent meeting of the ryots at Kissengunge was a step in the 
political education of the people of this country, which is fraught with 
meaning. 


16. Referring to the decision of the Lieutenant-Governor in 


Mr. Mosley. Mr. Mosley’s case, the same paper regrets to 

notice that His Honor has not made the least 

reference to the subject of the lease of a b2/, a benami transaction, which was 

discussed in the newspapers. Mr. Mosley has not received condign 

punishment, while the Deputy Magistrate has been unduly punished, 
his previous shortcomings being remembered to his disadvantage. _ 

17. The Hindu Ranjtkd, of the 19th January, asks Government to 


ees ene make strenuous efforts to rid this country of 
iN] ev - ° © - 
pensaries. aie 's- the malarious fever. The sufferings of ‘the 


oe 7 people in the interior of the country defy 
description. In the villages, births and deaths are not registered, nor is 
there any other means of keeping Government informed of the state of public 
health. It is only when the mortality becomes unusually large that Govern- 
ment sends medical aid, andeven then to a very limited extent. The 


stock of medicine is soon exhausted, but the authorities are slow to respond 
to any further calls for medicine. | | 


Anra Darpar, 


fers Deatas, 18. The Arya Darpan, of the 21st January, remarks that in Mr. 
To Mosley’s case Government has not been able 


to do justice. The public are not satisfied 
with the Lievtenant-Governor’s decision, and might well think that in all 


_ cases of dispute between a covenanted officer and an uncovenanted one, it 18 


The approaching census. 


Buarmat Minnie. 


Hispou Rasgiga, 
January 19th, 1881. 


ie ee 


the latter that must suffer. What punishment has Government after all 
‘nflicted on Mr. Mosley, the greater offender ? 


19. The same paper dwells on the necessity of establishing an agri- 
| cultural bank in every district where the 
ee peasantry might obtain loans at low rates of 


interest. 


90. The Moorshedabad Patrikd, of the 21st January, is evidently 
dissatisfied with the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
decision in the case of Mr. Mosley, and thinks 
that Babu Atul Chandra Chatterji has been unduly punished, while undue 
leniency has been shown to his official superior. 


91. The same paper remarks that the office of Press Commissioner 
is a perfectly useless one, but might be 
retained on the ground that there is no lack 


of funds in India, and that the abolition would cause hardship to a 
European. 


92. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 28rd January, contains a long article 

Oo on the proposal made in a recent number of 

he purchase of the zemindari inter- the London Statesman that Government should 

gradually purchase the zemindari interest in 

land in India. The idea is regarded as both impracticable and wicked. It 

will, if carried out, injure the landlords while not benefiting the ryots. 
Government also is not likely to profit by its adoption. 


23. The Sddhdrant, of the 23rd January, remarks that the condition 


ae Ieee of the peasantry is really one of hardship, 
a but the fact is ignored by those who represent 
the interests of landlords, as also by those who are only interested in the 


welfare of the middle classes. It is, however, the duty of Government to 
see that the ryots are not rack-rented. 


Mr. Mosley. 


The Press Commissioner. 


24, The same paper remarks that many ugly facts are being gra- 
The Press Commissioner. dually disclosed in reference to the memorial 


aoe seamen: © Hemgnan- to the Viceroy for the retention of the office 
of Press Commissioner. Names of newspapers have been attached to the 
memorial which are now found not to have been signed by the Editors 
thereof. As regards the Hindu Patriot, who says that he subscribes to 
every word of the memorial, that is not of much consequence. The Hindu 
Patriot has never taken any interest in vernacular newspapers, and is 
certainly no authority upon a matter which he has not studied. 


25. The Som Prakdsh, of the 24th J anuary, remarks that, although 


Pe ee OT _, prepared to appoint natives of India to th 
a gy ivakive:;w: i" ieee is still so attached 
, _ to the old system that it hesitates to change 
it, and appears much in the light of the person who, having brought 
money with which to pay his creditor, could not yet muster resolution 
enough to part with it, and was at last obliged to ask that it should be 


snatched from him. ‘The rules for admission into the Civil Service have 


been made so stringent that natives of India cannot now hope to obtain it 


by that means. The Government of Indi 

. = ndia has therefore begun to admit 
2 ey into the Civil Service. What, however, is required is Ae sites 
should institute a competitive examination in India, and divide all a point- 
ments into two classes, and reserve one of them for the successful native 


candidates. The prayer is not unreasonable, and should not longer be 


isregarded merely to humour the prejudices of Europeans 
| y to who can 
'o see a native of India made a Magistrate or.a J wk pe < 


Anya Darpag, 
January Slst, 1881. 


MuRsHIDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


January 2)st, 1881. 


MuRsHIDABAD 
PaTRIKA. 


Dacca PaakasH, 
January 23rd, 1881. 


SapHaRal!l, 
January 23rd, 1881. 


SapDHARARI. 


Som Praxasn, 
January 24th, 1881. 
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Sauvap Paapmaras, 96. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 2lst January, does not see the 
vanny Soe, Se. = necessity of continuing the office of Pregg 
a Commissioner. It is strange to notice that 
the memorial contains signatures of Editors of papers which have ceased to 
exist. Itis hard to understand how the names of the Medini and the 

Grémodrta Prakdshiké came to be on the list. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & B.z., 


Bengalt Translator, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR'S OFFICE, 


The 29th January 1881. 
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